
Last updated on February 19, 2025! If we add more twists, turns, or surprises later, don’t worry—

we’ll attach the updates like little treasures waiting to be discovered! 

 

PART 4：MODULE 1: TEA 

 
Exploring the Molecular Foundations, Shared IP, and Creative Pathways for Child-

Friendly Innovation 

(The foundational ingredient of the formula—symbolizing creativity and harmony, inspired by 

Huangshan and Provence.) 

 

A Story to Spark Your Imagination 

Over 1,200 years ago, the tea gardens of Huangshan were first cultivated, earning the 

region a reputation as the birthplace of Huangshan Maofeng tea. Today, farmers like Mei 

Lin, who has spent 15 years mastering the art of tea picking, start their mornings at 

dawn. The mist hangs low over the mountains, and the tea leaves glisten with dew. These 

leaves are said to embody the soul of Huangshan—delicate, refreshing, and deeply rooted 

in tradition. 

 

Across the world, in the sun-drenched fields of Provence, lavender blooms in peak season 

from June to August. Pierre Dupont, a second-generation lavender farmer, recalls how his 

grandfather described lavender as “the purple gold of Provence” for its calming scent 

and economic value. 

 

Now imagine this: Mei Lin and Pierre meet at an international cultural fair in 2019. Inspired 

by their shared passion for natural heritage, they decide to collaborate. Their idea? A set of 

sensory cards for children that combines the aromas, colors, and stories of their 



respective regions. 

 

What if you could create something just as meaningful? Today, you’ll learn how to connect 

the unique qualities of two places, just like Mei Lin and Pierre, and turn those connections 

into creativity and impact. 

 

What You'll Discover in This Module 

By the end of this module, you will: 

1. Understand how to identify unique cultural or natural elements. 

2. Learn how to combine these elements to create shared intellectual property (IP). 

3. Develop ideas for child-friendly products that bridge global creativity and local 

identity. 

 

Key Concepts to Explore 

1. The Power of Shared IP 

• Definition: 

Shared IP is a collaborative framework where unique elements from different 

regions or cultures are combined to produce innovative, valuable creations that 

respect and celebrate their origins. 

• Why It Matters: 

Shared IP fosters cultural exchange, economic growth, and global recognition of 

local traditions. 

As Dr. Lisa Amster explains, “Shared IP is not just about products—it’s about 

creating bridges between people and their stories.” 

• Expanded Example: 

Beyond Japanese ceramics and Danish minimalism, consider the fusion of Indian 

block printing with Scandinavian interior design. This collaboration not only revived 

traditional techniques but also opened new markets for artisans in both regions. 

• Pedagogical Insight: 



Teach participants how to identify complementary elements by analyzing cultural, 

economic, and artistic traits of two regions. Use guided brainstorming sessions to 

inspire ideas. 

2. Why TEA? 

• Historical Significance: 

Tea has served as a symbol of hospitality and connection for over a millennium. It 

has been a medium of cultural diplomacy, from the Silk Road to British tea traditions. 

• Scientific Insights: 

Dr. Hiroshi Tanaka emphasizes tea’s adaptability: “The interplay of compounds like 

catechins, amino acids, and flavonoids gives each tea its signature profile, shaped by 

terroir.” 

o Huangshan Maofeng: 

▪ Floral and sweet, grown above 800 meters in misty valleys. 

▪ Represents patience and care, as only the finest buds are 

handpicked. 

o Lavender: 

▪ Renowned for its calming properties, linked to the Mediterranean 

climate. 

▪ Linalool, the key compound, exemplifies the intersection of nature 

and wellness. 

• Pedagogical Insight: 

Engage participants by letting them compare and contrast their sensory experiences 

with tea and lavender. Discuss how terroir influences these elements and their 

potential for innovation. 

3. Cultural Insights: Huangshan and Provence 

• Huangshan: 

o UNESCO World Heritage site, a testament to the harmony of nature and 

tradition. 

o Famous for poetic landscapes, often featured in Chinese art and literature. 

• Provence: 

o A haven for artists like Van Gogh, inspired by its vibrant lavender fields and 

golden light. 

o Represents the blend of creativity and serenity, with its traditions deeply 

rooted in community. 

• Mini-Exercise: 

Participants identify unique cultural or natural features from their local area. Guide 

them in analyzing how these elements reflect their community’s identity. 

 

Interactive Learning: Real-World Application 

Example: Lavender Tea Cards 

Highlighting Mei Lin and Pierre’s story of cross-cultural collaboration: 

• Product Features: 

o Scent: Aromas of tea and lavender evoke regional uniqueness. 

o Story: Narratives connect children with daily lives in Huangshan and 



Provence. 

o Activity: Matching scents to visuals, fostering multi-sensory learning. 

• Teaching Method: 

Use this example to demonstrate the process of creating shared IP. Break it into 

actionable steps: 

1. Identify cultural elements. 

2. Find connections between them. 

3. Create a prototype or concept. 

 

Deep Dive: Learning Tools and Activities 

1. Storytelling as a Tool for Connection 

o Teach participants how to craft relatable narratives. 

o Example: Use the tradition of morning tea-picking in Huangshan as a 

metaphor for dedication. 

2. Sensory Design Principles 

o Explore how color, scent, and texture enhance learning and engagement. 

o Activity: Participants sketch product designs that incorporate these sensory 

elements. 

3. Guided Creativity Exercise: 

o Prompt: “Think of two places you love. What’s special about them? How 

can their stories be connected to teach or inspire children?” 

4. Case Study Analysis: 

o Provide examples like the Lavender Tea Cards. 

o Use structured questions to guide critical thinking: 

▪ What elements were combined? 

▪ How were stories and senses used to engage children? 

 

Final Takeaways 

At the end of this module, participants will: 

1. Grasp the significance of shared IP in fostering global creativity. 

2. Develop the confidence to design unique, impactful products. 

3. Gain practical insights into combining cultural elements through storytelling and 

sensory design. 

Homework 

Task: Draft a concept for a child-friendly product that blends two unique cultural elements. 

Use visuals, stories, and sensory details to explain your idea. 

Instructions: 

1. Identify two distinct cultural or natural elements (e.g., tea and lavender, 

mountains and ocean). 

2. Define the story behind each element and explain why they are meaningful. 

3. Combine these elements into a product, experience, or educational tool for 

children. 

4. Highlight sensory aspects: What will it smell, look, and feel like? 

5. Provide a short explanation of how this product connects cultures and 



engages children. 

 

Guided Example: Building a Concept 

Concept Title: Rainforest Riddles & Polar Lights Adventure Pack 

• Inspiration: 

o Amazon Rainforest: Known for its biodiversity, vibrant colors, and rich 

myths about flora and fauna. 

o Northern Lights (Aurora Borealis): Symbolic of wonder and mystery, 

associated with arctic folklore. 

• Product Idea: 

o A set of interactive story cards and augmented reality (AR) experiences. 

o Story Cards: Illustrated tales about rainforest animals meeting arctic 

creatures under the northern lights. 

o AR Feature: When scanned, each card activates a visual animation, like a 

jaguar running across auroras. 

o Sensory Add-ons: Include scratch-and-sniff elements with rainforest scents 

(cocoa, citrus) and frosty air. 

• Engagement for Kids: 

o Activities: Match animals to regions, learn fun facts, and complete puzzles to 

reveal a hidden treasure. 

o Learning Goals: Teach children about biodiversity and climate diversity 

through immersive play. 

 

Examples for Inspiration 

Example 1: Desert Meets Ice – A Tale of Survival 

• Cultural Elements: 

o Sahara Desert: Stories of resilience and the Tuareg people. 

o Antarctica: Penguins and the harsh beauty of icy landscapes. 

• Product: 

o Book & Puzzle Set: A storybook about a Tuareg boy and an emperor 

penguin solving survival challenges together. 

o Interactive Puzzle: Assemble a map showing how they journeyed from the 

desert to the ice. 

o Sensory Feature: Include sand-textured stickers and cooling gel pads to 

simulate the environments. 

Example 2: Soundscapes of the World 

• Cultural Elements: 

o Carnatic Music (India): Complex rhythms and ragas representing 

emotions. 

o Alpine Yodeling (Switzerland): Echoes that connect communities across 

mountains. 

• Product: 

o Interactive Sound Kit: 

▪ Children press buttons to hear snippets of Carnatic music and 



yodeling. 

▪ Mix-and-match feature to create unique blends of rhythms and 

echoes. 

o Activity Book: Stories about how music helps people communicate 

emotions across distances. 

Example 3: The Tasteful Journey 

• Cultural Elements: 

o Mexican Chocolate: Symbolic of warmth, hospitality, and the Mayan 

connection to cacao. 

o Japanese Matcha: A ritual of mindfulness and grace. 

• Product: 

o Edible Art Kit for Kids: 

▪ Includes stencils and powders to make designs on chocolate with 

matcha dust. 

o Learning Material: A mini booklet with stories about the Mayan chocolate 

ceremonies and Japanese tea ceremonies. 

 

Guidance for Participants 

Step-by-Step Guide to Drafting Your Concept: 

1. Start with What You Love: 

o Think about places, foods, traditions, or landscapes you are passionate 

about. 

o Write down key traits or stories associated with these elements. 

2. Find Common Ground: 

o Look for connections or contrasts between the two elements. 

o Example: Tea and lavender both emphasize calmness and natural beauty but 

come from different traditions. 

3. Create a Story: 

o Develop a narrative where these elements meet. 

o Example: “A tea picker from Huangshan meets a lavender farmer in 

Provence and discovers shared values of patience and artistry.” 

4. Incorporate Sensory Features: 

o How will children experience this product? 

▪ Smell: Essential oils, aromatic powders. 

▪ Touch: Textures like soft fabric or embossed cards. 

▪ Visual: Bright, engaging colors that reflect the elements’ origins. 

5. Make It Educational and Fun: 

o Include activities that teach cultural insights through play. 

o Example: “Draw your dream garden combining lavender and tea plants.” 

Practice Prompt: Creativity in Action 

Imagine you are creating a museum exhibit that combines two contrasting elements: 

• Task: 

o Design an exhibit using local traditions and international innovation. 

o Include interactive features like virtual reality tours or live storytelling. 



 

Final Challenge: Inspire Others 

Participants are encouraged to share their creative concepts in a group setting or online 

forum to foster collaboration, gain feedback, and inspire new ideas. This final activity will 

help participants refine their concepts while connecting with others passionate about 

creativity and cultural exchange. 

Step 1: Presenting Your Idea 

Preparation: 

• Format: Prepare a 3-5 minute presentation of your concept. This could be a visual 

storyboard, a short video, or a written explanation. 

• Key Points to Cover: 

1. What inspired your idea? 

2. What are the two cultural or natural elements you combined, and why? 

3. How does your product engage children and promote cultural 

understanding? 

4. What sensory, educational, or interactive features make your concept unique? 

Tip: Use visuals like sketches, mockups, or digital designs to make your presentation more 

engaging. 

 

Step 2: Sharing Platforms 

Participants can share their ideas in various settings: 

1. Live Group Sessions: Organize a virtual or in-person session where participants 

present their concepts to a group. 

2. Online Forums: Post ideas in dedicated spaces like project-specific forums, 

creative communities, or platforms like Discord, Slack, or Facebook Groups. 

3. Show-and-Tell: Set up a gallery walk where participants display their ideas on 

posters or screens, allowing others to interact and provide feedback. 

 

Step 3: Feedback Guidelines 

1. Structure of Feedback: 

To keep feedback constructive and balanced, use the “3-2-1 Feedback Model”: 

• 3 Strengths: Highlight three things you loved or found compelling about the idea. 

• 2 Suggestions: Offer two specific areas for improvement or further exploration. 

• 1 Question: Pose one thought-provoking question to help the creator think more 

deeply about their concept. 

2. Rules for Feedback Discussions: 

• Always acknowledge effort and creativity before critiquing. 

• Use positive language. Replace phrases like “I don’t like this part” with “Have you 

considered adding…” 

• Focus on the concept, not the creator. Avoid personal criticisms. 

• Be specific. Instead of “This part is unclear,” say, “Could you explain more about 

how the story connects the two cultural elements?” 

 

Step 4: Optional Collaborative Exercise 



Encourage participants to form small groups to brainstorm enhancements to each other's 

ideas. 

• Objective: Combine strengths from multiple concepts to create a “dream project.” 

• Example Activity: Group members select the best features from their individual 

ideas to design a prototype together. 

 

Step 5: Recognition and Celebration 

End the session or forum with a celebration of creativity: 

1. Highlight Key Ideas: Feature a few standout concepts and explain what makes 

them special. 

2. Certificates or Badges: Provide participants with recognition for their work, such 

as a “Cultural Innovator Badge” or a “Creativity Pioneer Certificate.” 

3. Publish Ideas: Share top concepts on a project website, blog, or social media to 

inspire a wider audience. 

 

Final Thought: Paying It Forward 

Encourage participants to share what they’ve learned in their local communities, perhaps by: 

• Hosting mini-workshops at schools or libraries. 

• Mentoring younger children to explore cultural creativity. 

• Sharing their concepts with local artisans or cultural organizations. 

 

Congratulations on completing this module! Now it's time to grab your favorite pen (or 

that one with the chewed-up cap you secretly love), find a scrap of paper (or the back 

of a grocery list), and let your imagination soar—because the next big idea in shared IP 

is just a doodle away! 🖊️✨ 


