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X2.003: Puppet Play - Bringing Characters to Life

Search Keywords Related Network |, . . Practical Example /
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1. Puppet-Making || 1. Create DIY
Kits: Include craft ||Puppet Kits: Practical Example /
supplies like felt, Develop kits with Impact: Characters: The
googly eyes, pipe |materials to make Morgan family, including 5-
cleaners, and paper ||various puppets (sock|year-old Ella. Event: Ella
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experiment nurtures
creativity, storytelling,
and collaboration by

letting kids design, build,

and play with their
creations. By crafting
puppets from simple
materials, families can

turn any story idea into a

fun, dynamic
performance, sparking
imagination and

confidence. This easy-to-

replicate activity can

bring storytelling to life at
home, in the classroom,

or even at local
community events.

Search “DIY puppets
for kids” or “teaching
storytelling through
play” - “character
creation for
preschoolers” - “family
puppet theatre ideas”
Outbound Keywords:
- Use phrases like “easy
puppet making for
children” or “home
puppet shows for
families”

crafts for
storytelling” for
resources that
promote artistic
expression and
performance. 3.
Montpellier
Puppet Theatre
Workshops:
Explore
“Montpellier family
puppet-making
workshops” that
help children learn
how to create and
perform with
puppets. 4. Global
Platforms for
Arts and Play:
Connect with
networks that offer
creative play
resources, including
puppet-making and
storytelling.

families set up a
simple “stage” (like a
table or curtain)
where they can
perform their story
plays, letting children
experiment with
acting and dialogue.
3. Encourage
Collaborative Story
Plays: Invite children
to create characters
that interact,
encouraging
teamwork and
creative storytelling.
4. Use Digital
Tools: Apps like
Puppet Pals (for
creating digital
puppet shows) and
Stop Motion Studio (to
animate their puppet
characters) can add
an extra layer of fun.

play. Experimental
Results: Ella and her
family spent an afternoon
creating different puppets,
then performed a short
story play using a
makeshift stage with a
tablecloth. Core Plot: The
“Puppy Princess” went on
an adventure, met new
friends (like “Sir Squeaky
the Mouse”), and learned
the importance of kindness
along the way. Impact:
Through this activity, Ella
developed her creativity,
learned how to express
herself, and gained
confidence by performing
in front of her family. The
experience inspired her to
make more puppets and
invent new stories, each
one cuter than the last!




Table X2.003:

Experimental Template - Ella’s Puppet Adventure

Location: Morgan Family Living Room, Tippecanoe & Local Community Center,

Montpellier

Characters: The Morgan family - Kate (Mother), Dave (Father), Ella (5 years old)
Plot Summary:
It was a rainy Saturday afternoon in Tippecanoe, and Ella was feeling a bit restless. “Let’s

make puppets and put on a show!” said Kate, pulling out a box of craft supplies. Ella’s eyes lit

up, and she quickly decided to make a “Puppy Princess” puppet, complete with a sparkly

paper crown and floppy felt ears. Soon, the living room was buzzing with creativity as Kate

and Dave joined in, making their own puppets to add to the story. By the time the puppets

were finished, Ella had a full cast ready for her story play, and she couldn’t wait to perform it.
Experiment Objective:
To inspire children to create their own characters and bring them to life through puppet-

making and story plays. This hands-on activity encourages creativity, storytelling, and

collaboration, helping children develop language skills, confidence, and the ability to express

their ideas.

Experiment Steps:
1. Materials Needed:

@)

Felt, paper bags, socks, googly eyes, pipe cleaners, glue, and markers
Scissors (with adult supervision), ribbons, and small fabric scraps for
decoration

A simple “stage” (table, curtain, or a blanket hung over chairs)
Puppet Pals app (for creating digital puppet shows, optional)

Lay out the craft supplies on a table, letting Ella choose what she needs to
create her “Puppy Princess.” Encourage her to think about what her puppet
will look like and what role it will play in the story.

Set up a small “stage” area using a table and a colorful tablecloth, creating a
space where Ella can hide behind and make her puppets perform.

3. Procedure:

@)

Ella started by drawing a picture of her “Puppy Princess,” giving her floppy
ears, a pink dress, and a big, sparkly crown. She then used a paper bag and
felt pieces to create the puppet, sticking on googly eyes and gluing a little
crown on top. “She’s ready for her adventure!” Ella declared.

Kate and Dave joined in, making “Sir Squeaky the Mouse” and “The Giggly
Dragon” puppets. Each character had its own special features: Sir Squeaky
had a tiny felt bowtie, and The Giggly Dragon had green scales made of
fabric scraps.

Once the puppets were ready, Ella began her story play. “The Puppy Princess
was sad because she lost her crown,” she started, moving the puppet to
make it look like it was talking. “But she was brave, and she decided to go
find it!”



o

As Ella moved her puppets around the “stage,” Kate and Dave added
dialogue for their characters, turning the story into a fun, collaborative
adventure. “Sir Squeaky will help you find your crown!” said Dave, wiggling
his mouse puppet, and Ella giggled as she made The Puppy Princess wag
her tail.

4. Data Recording:

o

Ella’s puppet show was a hit, and Kate used her phone to record the
performance. They watched it together later, with Ella pointing out her
favorite parts and coming up with ideas for the next story play. “Maybe next

1”

time, The Giggly Dragon can have a pet butterfly!” she said.

The family also used the Puppet Pals app to recreate the story digitally, letting
Ella move the characters around on the screen and add her own voice to
each one. It was a fun way to revisit the story and add new twists.

At the local Community Center in Montpellier, families were invited to bring
their puppets and perform mini-shows. Ella proudly brought The Puppy
Princess, and she was thrilled when other kids joined in, creating their own

puppets and adding new characters to the story.

5. Results:
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Core Plot:

Observations: Ella learned how to design and build characters, using her
imagination to create unique puppets. She gained confidence by performing
her story play, and she loved the idea of making new characters to add to
future stories.

Conclusion: Through this activity, Ella developed creativity, storytelling
skills, and the ability to express herself confidently. The puppet-making
process was engaging and playful, and it allowed her to explore different
roles, voices, and dialogues. The collaborative aspect helped build teamwork,
as the family worked together to create a fun, cohesive story.

The adventure of The Puppy Princess began with a simple idea: a cute little character who

lost her crown. But as the story play unfolded, it turned into a full-fledged adventure,

complete with brave friends, giggly dragons, and unexpected twists. Ella loved seeing how

her ideas could come to life through her puppet, and she felt proud of the story she created.

When other kids joined in at the Community Center, it became even more fun, as each new

character brought a new layer of excitement to the story.

Data Table:
Puppet Materials , . Story Play
Character ||Used Character Role Ella’s Reaction Highlight
The Puppy Paper bag, felt, |[Main character, goes ||“She’s so cute! | Lost hgr C?OWH’
. . found it with
Princess crown on an adventure love her! .
friends
. Danced a funny jig
Sir Squeaky ||Felt, googly Brave helper, helps “He’s so fancv!” |lto cheer up the
the Mouse eyes, bowtie |/find the crown Y . P
princess
The Giggly HFabric scraps, ‘Silly character, adds || “He makes HRoared but in a




Puppet Materials s . Story Play

Character |[Used Character Role Ella’s Reaction Highlight

Dragon Hpipe cleaners Hhumor Heveryone laugh!” Hvery giggly way

The Fluttery |[Paper, ribbons, Ne\{v addition, ma de “She can fly Gulded'the friends

Butterfly glitter during Community everywhere!” to the hidden
Center event ) crown

Impact:

Through puppet play, Ella explored different characters, practiced storytelling, and learned
how to express her ideas with confidence. The activity helped her develop language skills
and creativity, and she was excited to see how her characters could interact and make others
laugh. The Morgan family’s puppet-making turned into a fun tradition, with new characters
and stories being added each week. At the Community Center, the activity encouraged
children to play and collaborate, creating a joyful, imaginative space where creativity could
flourish.

Encouragement for Families:

Make your own puppets and let your child’s imagination run wild! Use simple materials like
paper bags, socks, or felt, and create characters that can go on any adventure your child
dreams up. Set up a mini “stage” and watch as their story comes to life. It’s a fun, easy way to
encourage creativity, teamwork, and self-expression. Plus, you might end up with a whole
cast of characters that become beloved family friends! &) & %~



