The information we provide may contain errors or may not reflect the most current data. Please

double-check, especially for the French translation. Feel free to contact us if you spot any

inaccuracies. We are releasing this information with your permission and hope it supports your

activities.

We encourage readers—especially children and families—to help us improve our content by sharing

feedback and suggestions. Those who provide valuable input will receive exclusive discounts on all

our products and exhibition entries.

For feedback, contact us at: junelafayette1 668@gmail.com

X2.001: Family Storytelling - Sharing Tales and Traditions

Related .

Core Concept Search Keywords Network Linked Action Practical Example /
(Inbound/Outbound) Impact

Resource

1. Family 1. Create DIY Practical Example /

Storybooks: Storytelling Kits: |[Impact: Characters: The

Simple DIY Include blank Rodriguez family, including

books where storybooks, 4-year-old Sofia. Event:

children can colored pencils, Sofia’s grandmother, who

illustrate stories ||and stickers that  |lwas visiting from Mexico,
Encourage families to shared by their |ffamilies can use to ||shared a story about her
come together to share family members, Sreat§ their own  |own childhood in a small
their unique stories adding their own ||“Family ) village, where she learned
traditions. and cul t1’1ra1 drawings and Storybook.” 2. to make tamales with her
back rou;l ds. Throush words. 2. Encourage mother. Experimental
S 2) Crygtgelling a'c fivitie Sg Inbound Keywords: - | Purdue Family Multilingual Subjects: Family
children (ages 0-6) le’arn Search “family Literacy Storytellmg: U_'S€ traditions, cultural stories,
about their family history, storytelling activities” |Programs: SImp.le phrasesin |[local games, and food.
develop language skills * |lor “teaching cultural ||Search “Purdue mgltlple languages | Experimental Results:
and discover the beautgl of diversity to children” - ||storytelling to }ntroduce Sofia listened intently, then
cultural diversity. This “storytelling for guides for kids” ||children to new drew a picture of her
experiment brinés preschoolers” - to find resources word§ (e.g., grandma making tamales
generations together “sharing family that teach “Famﬂy” = and added her own twist,
creating a sense of ’ traditions with kids”  ||children about “Fam%lk,” drawing herself next to her
belonging and building Outbound Keywords:|[language, “Familia,” “3 i£”). |lgrandma in the kitchen.

- Use phrases like storytelling, and |3. Host Family Core Plot: Through the

connections across
different communities.
Local elements, such as
favorite local dishes,
childhood games, and
iconic places in Montpellier
and Tippecanoe, can make
these stories even richer
and more relatable.

“family cultural
exchange” or “global
storytelling activities
for children”

cultural
expression. 3.
Montpellier
Cultural
Heritage
Workshops:
Explore
“Montpellier
family cultural
storytelling
workshops” for
hands-on
activities that
help families
share their

Story Nights: Let
families come
together (physically
or virtually) to
share stories,
encouraging
community
bonding and
cultural exchange.
4. Use Digital
Tools: Apps like
StoryCorps (to
record and share
family stories) and
Little Stories (to

story, Sofia learned about
her family’s roots, and she
was inspired to learn how
to make tamales with her
mom. Impact: The
experience brought three
generations together,
helping Sofia feel
connected to her heritage.
Inspired by her
grandmother’s story, Sofia’s
preschool organized a
“Family Stories Day,”
where children could bring
their own family stories to




Related
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(Inbound/Outbound) Impact
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history. 4. create digital share with the class.
Global storybooks) can

Networks for |ladd a modern
Family Stories: |touch to this
Connect with traditional activity.
platforms that
promote cultural
exchange
through
storytelling,
offering activities
and prompts for
young children.

Table X2.001: Experimental Template - Sofia’s Storytelling Adventure

Location: Rodriguez Family Kitchen, Tippecanoe & Local Story Café, Montpellier
Characters: The Rodriguez family - Ana (Mother), Luis (Father), Sofia (4 years old), and
Abuela Maria (Grandmother)

Plot Summary:

One cozy evening, Sofia’s family gathered around the kitchen table as Abuela Maria, visiting
from Mexico, said, “Let me tell you about when I was your age, Sofia...” As she began
sharing a warm, colorful story about making tamales with her own mother, Sofia’s eyes lit up.
She loved imagining Abuela Maria as a little girl, learning to cook just like her. The next day,
Sofia asked if she could learn to make tamales, too, so they gathered the ingredients, put on
aprons, and set out to recreate the magic of Abuela’s story.

Experiment Objective:

To inspire children to connect with their heritage, learn new words, and build bonds across
generations through storytelling. By sharing and illustrating family stories, children develop
language skills, cultural awareness, and an appreciation for their roots. Connecting the
experiment to local favorites (like sharing stories at a local café in Montpellier or making
dishes passed down through generations in Tippecanoe) brings added warmth and
familiarity.

Experiment Steps:
1. Materials Needed:
o Blank storybooks or sketchpads
o Colored pencils, markers, and stickers for decorating
o Family photos (optional, to help inspire stories)
o Cards with simple words in different languages (e.g., “Grandmother” =
“Abuela,” “Grand-meére,” “gg}”)

o Create a comfortable, warm setting where family members can share stories.
This could be around the kitchen table, at a local café, or even at a virtual
family gathering. Place the storybooks and art supplies nearby so children




can draw while they listen.

o Start with a simple prompt: “Can you tell me a story about when you were

little?” or “What’s your favorite memory from your childhood?”
3. Procedure:

o Abuela Maria began her story by saying, “When [ was a little girl, I used to
help my mother make tamales every Sunday.” She described the sound of
the corn grinding, the smell of the masa, and the laughter that filled the
kitchen. Sofia, enchanted by the vivid details, started drawing her own
version of the scene.

o As the story continued, Sofia asked questions, like, “Did you eat tamales
every day?” and “What did your kitchen look like?” Each question added
more details to her drawings, making them richer and more colorful.

o After the story, Ana suggested they make tamales together. Sofia proudly
donned her mini apron, and as they cooked, she continued to add more
drawings to her storybook, including a big smiley face next to a pot of
steaming tamales.

o Later, they shared the completed storybook with friends at the local Story
Café in Montpellier, where other families also shared their stories. Sofia
loved hearing how different families had their own special dishes, games,
and traditions, and she felt proud of her own family’s story.

4. Data Recording:

o Sofia’s storybook became a family treasure, with colorful illustrations and
little captions that described each part of the story. Her parents helped her
write simple words in Spanish, English, and French, so she could learn to say
“tamale” and “family” in different languages.

o Luis took photos of the storybook and uploaded them to the Little Stories
app, creating a digital version they could share with relatives, especially
those who lived far away.

o Inspired by Abuela’s story, Sofia’s preschool teacher encouraged the other
kids to bring their own family stories to class. Soon, there was a wall of
colorful drawings, each one a unique glimpse into a family’s heritage.

5. Results:

o Observations: Sofia learned about her family’s cultural roots through her
grandmother’s story, and the act of drawing helped her process and
remember the details. She became more curious about other cultures and
asked to hear stories from her friends’ families, too.

o Conclusion: Through this experiment, Sofia developed early language
skills, gained a deeper appreciation for her family’s traditions, and learned
about the diversity around her. The storytelling activity became a cherished
family tradition, and even after Abuela Maria returned to Mexico, they would
have “storytime” calls where they shared tales and drew together, creating
new memories.

Core Plot:
Sofia’s kitchen filled with the sweet aroma of cooking tamales wasn’t just about making food;



it was about reconnecting with her family’s past. Each story Abuela Maria told brought her
closer to the family she didn’t get to see every day, and each drawing Sofia made captured
the magic of that connection. Sharing the storybook with friends opened Sofia’s eyes to other
cultures, and she learned that everyone has their own special stories to tell. The Story Café in
Montpellier soon became a popular spot for families to gather and share, each tale adding a
new thread to the tapestry of community life.

Data Table:

Memory Where It Was , . _ |[|Multilingual
Story Theme Shared Told Sofia’s Reaction Words Learned
Cooking Making tamales ||Kitchen & Story ||“I want to make |Tamale (Spanish),
together with grandma ||Café tamales, too!” Géteau (French)
Pla}ymg Hopscotchin  ||Local playground Can you teach Juego (Spanish),
childhood the village in Tippecanoe me the game, Jeu (French)
games & pp Abuela?”
Holiday Christmas in Video call with ||“We should hang ||Navidad (Spanish),
celebrations Mexico family more lights!” Noél (French)
Traveling to the|Family trips to |[Beach at Palavas-||“Let’s go to the |(|Playa (Spanish),
sea the beach les-Flots beach soon!” Plage (French)
Impact:

The storytelling activity allowed Sofia to discover the richness of her heritage, while also
sparking an interest in other cultures. She loved learning new words, and soon began trying
to use them in everyday conversations. When the family visited Palavas-les-Flots, Sofia
proudly pointed out the beach and said, “This is where Abuela used to visit, too!” The family
storytelling nights became a beloved tradition, not just for Sofia, but for her entire
community, bringing people closer together through shared memories.

Encouragement for Families:

Start your own “Family Storytelling Night”! Pick a favorite memory, gather around the table,
and let each family member share a story. Encourage your child to draw what they hear, and
use simple words in different languages to make it even more educational. Whether you're
sharing stories at home or connecting with friends at a local café, every tale brings us closer
and reminds us of the beautiful diversity in our world. [_] » ‘



